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"Toward an Idaho System of Care for Children's Mental Health:

BUILDING ON EACH OTHER'S STRENGTHS"

BEST PRACTICES

Children would have:

· Their needs (educational, medical, psychiatric, etc.) are identified at an early age.

· A continuum of care to meet all their needs.

· Community-based services (reasonably located in all regions of Idaho).

· All parties including the family, social worker and probation officer would attend staffings and stay connected to the children.

· Parents, family, community and agencies that place their needs as a priority.

Parents would have:

· The rights and responsibilities of all parties clearly defined.

· Information provided on services, their child's diagnosis and progress.

· Be included as team member in making decisions about their child.

· Be provided support by their family, community and agencies to enable them to be the best parents possible.

· Be able to attend meetings and receive services at times and locations that do not present undue hardship.

· Be shown respect for their knowledge, love and commitment to the child.

· Be able to access services early, easily and without multiple phone calls.

Community Providers would:

· Communicate and work as a team.

· Speak using the same terms (or at least be armed with a translator).

· Provide all parties with adequate and complete information about the child before placement.

· Work as team member: supporting each other, communicating, having clear definition of roles and responsibilities, and working for creative solutions.  All critical parties are included as a team member in making decisions.

· Be able to provide quality services that would make a difference and be effective.  Agencies will be provided training, community support and funding necessary to provide these services.

· Expect the family system to change rather than fixing the child in isolation.

· Show respect for all the people involved in providing for the needs of a child.

· Be able to intervene early to support the child and their family.

· Be educated and capable of working with children's mental health needs.

· Use the court system and detention as the last option for meeting a child's needs.

